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As an early years provider you must have regard
for the Code of Practice and ensure you also

comply with the:
x Equality Act 2010

X  Statutory Framework for the Early Years
Foundation Stage (2017)

X Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018)

To help ensure that you implement the Code of

Practice fully you should:

X provide robust arrangements to clearly
identify and support children with SEN and
disabilities

x allocate time for the SENCO/manager to plan

effective SEND provision

x train staff (and volunteers) on the SEND

framework and subsequent duties

x place children and parents at the centre of

any SEND provision and decision making

x inform parents of children with SEND of the
legal framework and associated local services
and processes, for example, Education,
Health and Care (EHC) needs assessment

and plans

X signpost families to local mediation services
and impartial sources of support such as

Information, Advice and Support Services

X apply a graduated approach of SEN support
for identifying and meeting children’s
additional needs and ensure that all
approaches and interventions used in the
settings are evidence based and focus on

outcomes for children rather than processes

X bring children identified with SEN to the

attention of the local authority

x be knowledgeable about the Local Offer

X work in partnership with the local authority
and other services to improve outcomes for
children with SEND

X support effective transitional planning and
arrangements for children with SEN, for

example, when they move to a different

childcare provision or on to school

Further information

SEND Code of Practice 2014 for the Early Years
(Pre-school Learning Alliance, 2014)

Ready, Steady, SENCO! The Role of the Early
Years SENCO (Pre-school Learning Alliance, 2018)

Guide to the Equality Act and Good Practice (Pre-

school Learning Alliance, 2015)

To order Alliance publications, visit
www.evalliance.org.uk/shop or phone 0300 330
0996.

For further advice, please contact:
Information Services
T: 020 7697 2595

E. info@evalliance.org.uk

W. www.evalliance.org.uk/information-and-advice

Disclaimer: This leaflet is only for information purposes and is not to be interpreted as legal advice. Interested parties must seek
independent legal advice. A free 24/7 legal advisory helpline and an information helpline are available for Alliance members.
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