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13th November 2020 

Briefing on COVID-19, children and education settings 

The Government continues to prioritise the wellbeing and long-term futures of our children 
and young people, and as a result has been clear that childcare and education settings 
should remain open. This reflects the vital benefits of education for all children and young 
people, and the fact that these benefits far outweigh the risks of COVID-19 for children and 
young people.  

Keeping settings open remains Government’s priority, and as such it has taken other steps 
across society to manage down virus prevalence by closing other sectors, to allow 
schools, colleges and universities to remain at full attendance. The new national 
restrictions, announced on Saturday 31 October, have been introduced for a time-bound 
period to control the spread of the virus. Reducing infections in the community will reduce 
the opportunity for transmission to occur in education settings. We are grateful for the 
extraordinary, continuing efforts of leaders, teachers and staff across early years, schools, 
and further and higher education, to adapt their settings and maintain good, COVID safe 
practices, in line with guidance. 
 

DfE regularly reviews data, analysis and advice from a number of different sources 
including SAGE, Public Health England, the Office for National Statistics, and the Joint 
Biosecurity Centre, to ensure our policies are guided by the most up-to-date scientific 
evidence. 

Impact of missing education:  

 

The impacts of missing education are severe for children – both now and in the 

future. 

https://educationgovuk.sharepoint.com/
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Workforce:  

 

There is reassuring evidence that staff working in education are not at higher risk 

than those working in 

https://educationgovuk.sharepoint.com/


 

3 

 

 

Transmission:  

 

There is 

https://educationgovuk.sharepoint.com/
http://rs-delve.github.io/reports/2020/07/24/balancing-the-risk-of-pupils-returning-to-schools.html
https://repec-cepeo.ucl.ac.uk/cepeob/cepeobn1.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/EEF_(2020)_-_Impact_of_School_Closures_on_the_Attainment_Gap.pdf
https://blog.ons.gov.uk/2020/10/22/mental-health-of-children-and-young-people-in-the-pandemic/
https://educationgovuk.sharepoint.com/sites/dfe-home/?wa=wsignin1.0
https://youngminds.org.uk/about-us/reports/coronavirus-impact-on-young-people-with-mental-health-needs/
https://youngminds.org.uk/about-us/reports/coronavirus-impact-on-young-people-with-mental-health-needs/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/6november2020#analysis-of-the-number-of-school-workers-key-workers-and-other-professions-in-england-who-had-covid-19
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/articles/whichoccupationshavethehighestpotentialexposuretothecoronaviruscovid19/2020-05-11
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sars-cov-2-infection-and-transmission-in-educational-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sars-cov-2-infection-and-transmission-in-educational-settings
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903374/S0621_Risks_associated_with_the_reopening_of_education_settings_in_Sept.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.11.01.20222315v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.11.01.20222315v1
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/6november2020
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/medicine/research-and-impact/groups/react-study/real-time-assessment-of-community-transmission-findings/
https://spiral.imperial.ac.uk/bitstream/10044/1/83912/2/REACT-1_Full-text.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/6november2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-1-may-2020
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903374/S0621_Risks_associated_with_the_reopening_of_education_settings_in_Sept.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-from-the-uk-chief-medical-officers-on-schools-and-childcare-reopening
https://phe.koha-ptfs.co.uk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-retrieve-file.pl?id=6c419ea93fb3d57f71662fd2fd6be3f6
https://phe.koha-ptfs.co.uk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-retrieve-file.pl?id=6c419ea93fb3d57f71662fd2fd6be3f6
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903374/S0621_Risks_associated_with_the_reopening_of_education_settings_in_Sept.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.20.20108126v2
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S235246422030095X

